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purpose; Ital. pih dolce-, Prov. plus dous; Fr. plus
doux. It is by no means impossible, however, that
this distinction between very, which is now used with
adjectives only, and much, which precedes participles,
should disappear in time. In. fact, 'very pleased'
and c very delighted' are expressions which may be
heard in many drawing-rooms. But if that change
take place, it will not be by the will of any individual,
nor by the mutual agreement of any large number of
men, but rather in spite of the exertions of gram-
marians and academies.

And here you perceive the first difference between
history and growth. An emperor may change the
laws of society, the forms of religion, the rules of art:
it is in the power of one generation, or even of one
individual, to raise an art to the highest pitch of per-
fection, while the next may allow it to Lip.se, till a
new genius takes it up again with renewed ardour.
In all this we have to deal with the conscious and
intentional acts of individuals, and we therefore move
on historical ground. If we compare the creations* of
Michael Angelo or Raphael with the statues and
frescoes of ancient Rome, we can speak of a history of
art. We can connect two periods separated by
thousands of years through the works of those who
handed on the traditions of art from century to
century; but we shall never meet here with the same
continuous and unconscious growth which connects
the language of Plautus with that of Dante. The
process through which language is settled and unsettled
combines in one the two opposite elements of*noeesBity
and free will. Though the individual seems to be the